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Minister contradicted himself by using an exactly opposite
line of argument: he must do this or he could not do that,
because he had to have regard for public opinion and what
the newspapers would say. His opponents might force him
from office if in the interests of the peace of Europe he made
too great concessions to Germany or failed adequately to
safeguard Russia's national ambitions and to protect the
Balkan Slavs. When he took this line he was much nearer
the real facts of the situation. Pourtales recognized this,
and frequently urged the German Government not to make
Sazonov's position unnecessarily difficult and embarrassing.
But it would be a mistake to think that Sazonov was
wholly innocent of all connection with the Press which he
genuinely feared. On the contrary, the Russian Foreign
Office stood in close touch with Novoe Vremia and other
papers which were most chauvinist and critical in tone.
Sazonov (or his subordinates) often furnished the informa-
tion and arguments which these papers were to use against
Germany. He thus stirred them up to a nationalist cam-
paign, behind which he would take refuge as a justification
of the policy which he was "compelled by public opinion"
to adopt. In critical negotiations with Germany, as in the
Potsdam Agreements and the Liman yon Sanders affair,
important secrets often "leaked" from the Russian Foreign
Office to the representatives of the Russian (and also of
the French and English) Press in St. Petersburg; when
matters thus got into the newspapers, they raised questions
of prestige which made it more difficult for both Govern-
ments to liiake concessions toward a reasonable compromise
settlement.78
There were also journalists outside Russia who wrote in
the Pan-Slav cause, and who exercised an influence on
78 For a few of Pourtales's more important accounts of the Russian
Press and Sazonov's relations with it, see G.P., XXVII, 844 f., 851 ff., 885V
890ff., 924ff.; XXXVIII, 226, 253ff,,369, 293ff, 300f.; XXXIX, 540-589,
vassim. Cf. also Journal Intime de Alexis Scmvorine, Paris, 1927.